while neurocysticercosis is found mostly among Hispanics in poverty. Chagas disease has emerged as an important illness because of immigration across our southern border, but recent studies also indicate a significant level of autochthonous transmission of both Chagas disease and typhus in Texas.
Texas is also the epicenter of mosquito-borne diseases. The largest American outbreaks of West Nile virus infection occurred here in 2012, as well as dengue outbreaks in the early 2000s. In addition, the Zika virus emerged in South Texas and Florida in 2016.
Overall, of the 60 million people living in US Gulf Coast states, 3-4 million people (or 5%-6% of the population) are affected by at least 1 NTD. The reasons why this region is susceptible to NTDs require further research and investigation, but empirical data suggest that the disproportionate impact of poverty and new 21st century environmental changes may be significant drivers.
Regarding the impact of poverty, converging data from both the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Global Burden of Disease Study now indicate that most of the world's poverty-related neglected diseases and NTDs are found among poor people living in wealthy countries, a concept sometimes referred to as "blue marble health" [13] . Approximately 10 million people live below the poverty line on the US Gulf Coast, while more than one-third of people from US counties living in "persistent poverty" (meaning more than 20% of the population lives in poverty) are in Gulf Coast states [14] . For NTDs, poverty equates to substandard housing that exposes residents to insect vectors, a lack of access to sanitation and water, and degraded environments associated with car and truck tire dumping and other hazards relating to mosquito breeding in poor urban areas.
Poverty does not occur in isolation but, instead, operates in concert with marked environmental shifts linked to climate change [14] , now affecting the Gulf Coast more than any other region of the continental US. These environmental shifts include diminished freezing events, longer periods of intense heat, and overall increased temperatures, together with rising sea levels, flooding, and intense and frequent extreme weather events, especially hurricanes [14] . The Gulf Coast is still feeling the effects of the British Petroleum (BP) oil disaster, and it is believed that these factors have profoundly influenced human migrations in the region [14] . Nobel laureate and former US Vice President Al Gore noted how climate change and global warming affect the poor first and foremost.
Relevant to NTDs, changing rainfall patterns, flooding, and warmer temperatures are promoting the emergence of both parasitic infections and arbovirus infections such as Zika, dengue, and chikungunya. Also, there are concerns about the possible return of yellow fever. Fueling this emergence is the recent widening of the Panama Canal, which is expected to enable an expansion of shipping traffic to the Gulf Coast and to usher in the periodic, but regular, introduction and spread of new NTDs. A possible example is the emergence of the rat lungworm Angiostrongylus cantonensis in nonindigenous Gulf Coast snails, which can result in human eosinophilic meningitis [15] .
Together, the severe poverty, climate changes and warming, human migrations, and changing patterns of global shipping produce a "perfect storm" for ongoing NTD transmission on the Gulf Coast. The emergence of Zika virus is just the latest and most publicized example. Accordingly, there is an urgent need for concerted efforts to detect, treat, and manage these infections.
Among the proposed action items are the establishment of a US government interagency task force to confirm the prevalence and incidence of NTDs on the Gulf Coast, the level of autochthonous transmission, and programs of active surveillance to determine the emergence of NTDs. In addition, academic centers of excellence should be created to promote the development of improved diagnostics, drugs, and vaccines for these conditions. We also need economic assessments of their financial impact and role in trapping Gulf Coast residents in poverty. Today, NTDs represent some of the most important and outstanding health disparities in the US. With sufficient political commitment at the federal, state, and local level, we can make a dramatic impact on suffering and poverty.
